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Comment on "Computation of Choked
and Supersonic Turbomachinery Flows
by a Modified Potential Method"
T. C. Adamson Jr.,* J. Mace,t and A. F. Messiter$
The University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan
T HE authors of Ref. 1 have presented an interesting anduseful method for computing internal flows with shock
waves using a modified potential method. It is the purpose
of this Note to add to the understanding of the limits of
potential theory at transonic speeds by attempting to clarify
some of the statements made in the subject paper, using
asymptotic solutions derived for internal flows.
The statement that a potential solution may not exist at all
in internal flows with a prescribed back pressure, and that
when one does, the location of the shock wave is not unique,
should be interpreted in the light of the order of the approx-
imation one desires. Thus, as shown in Refs. 2 and 3 for
steady flows and in Refs. 4-6 for unsteady flows, it is possi-
ble, in transonic internal flows, to locate the shock wave
uniquely using a potential solution valid through third order.
That is, if \M2-l\=Q(e), say, then the (nondimensional)
jump in entropy across the shock wave is 0(e3). However, the
Crocco equation shows that vorticity depends on the gra-
dient in entropy normal to the streamlines, which is of still
higher order, and so a potential exists at least through 0(e3).
It turns out that only second-order terms are necessary to
locate the shock wave in steady and unsteady flow; thus, the
shock is located by setting the back pressure to second order.
This result may or may not be helpful in formulating
numerical solutions to internal flows. In any event, it points
out a reason for the difficulties found in determining the
location of the shock wave by setting the back pressure in
transonic flow; very small changes in back pressure can
cause large-amplitude excursions in the shock position, and
so truncation errors can be very important, as can the
method of imposing the boundary condition at the duct exit.
The previous remarks also apply in interpreting the
description of the solution envelopes given in Fig. 3 of Ref.
1. Thus, when a shock wave occurs in the diverging part of a
channel, a jump takes place from the supersonic solution to
a subsonic solution, which may be close to but is not the
same as the one that passes through sonic velocity at the
throat. In fact, for every shock position, there is of course a
separate and unique subsonic solution to which the solution
jumps, depending on the back pressure. Again, for weak
shock waves it should be emphasized that although the jump
in entropy is 0(e3), the shock location may be found by set-
ting back pressure using solutions valid to 0(e2); the entropy
jump need not be found in order to locate the shock wave.
Received Aug. 6, 1985. Copyright © 1986 by T. C. Adamson Jr.
Published by the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics,
Inc., with permission.
* Professor and Chairman, Department of Aerospace Engineering.
Fellow AIAA.
tAerospace Engineer; presently at Air Force Wright Aeronautical
Laboratories, Dayton, OH. Senior Member AIAA.
JProfessor, Department of Aerospace Engineering. Associate
Fellow AIAA.
This does not mean that one cannot find the shock position
using the jump entropy, of course, but only that it is not
necessary to do so. As shown in Ref. 2, one finds the same
result using either condition.
The general ideas developed in Ref. 2 have been used to
find solutions for transonic flow through a lightly loaded
cascade,7 and a simple analytical expression for the unique
incidence angle was given for the case of supersonic incom-
ing velocity. Although only the flow ahead of the cascade
was considered in detail for this case, the solutions for the
flow regions between the blades should follow those found
for channels closely enough that the results mentioned above
concerning shock location would certainly hold there as well.
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WE would like to thank Professors Adamson andMessiter and Dr. Mace for their interesting comments
on our paper.1 It is indeed useful for us, as well as others, to
know about their publications listed in their comment.
In fact we completely agree with the remarks concerning
the usefulness of the potential formulation and the methods
to remedy its deficiencies. As stated in Ref. 2 of their corn-
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